What is Way-Losing?
Way-Losing is a performance in the form of a city tour which explores what it is to lose
your way.
Some people have a special talent for getting lost but for many of us we very rarely find
ourselves not knowing where we are, particularly in our home city. Rather than viewing
being lost as a negative thing, this tour considers it as a unique state of mind in which
places, people and objects all appear new and detached from their familiar matrix.
On a Way-Losing tour the group goes out and about and tries to deliberately get lost, for
real, using a number of techniques that bring about a 'lost' state of mind. As such, a WayLosing tour is guided by the ideas and poetics of losing ones way and it includes a lot of
discussion and choices between the participants while they follow an indeterminate route
through the city. The starting point is agreed and at the end of the walk the group returns,
but where they go in between is determined by just how well they succeed in getting lost.

How a Way-Losing Tour Feels
The experience is one of slow excitement that comes from discovering the city in a new
way. On every tour so far, all the participants finally reached a state of being lost, usually in
their own city. Along the way the conversation is usually good as the type of people
attracted to this are often like-minded, creative and interested in the city. People usually
make new friends and once the tour is over the group often eats and/or shares a drink.
This is how participants have described it:
We absolutely enjoyed the Way losing experience… getting lost seems to be the best way
to get to know an unknown city
I participated in Bill's way losing tour and experienced that 'Way Losing' gave us so much,
it could become addictive in a good way. The skills of Bill Aitchison as a 'Way Losing Tour
operator could be described as energetic, efficient and professional. To sum up, 'Way
losing is winning'
A Way-Losing tour is highly interactive and offers a perfect opportunity to see a new side of
the city. It can be an excellent team building experience or way to meet new people.

Practicalities
Number of participants:
Duration:
Suitable age:
Language:
Accessibility:
Transport:

Ideally between 8 and 12
4-6 hours to get properly lost
Over 12
English
Not suitable for wheelchair users
The group usually takes public transport to return

The Guide
Bill Aitchison acts as the guide to getting lost by posing questions, stimulating discussions
and suggesting techniques to disorient the group, as they go. These interventions are part
of a script he has created that both gets people lost and makes it into an interesting,
reflective experience. Aitchison is a performance artist who has been making work in
outdoor spaces for over 20 years and who has specialised in creating artist tours and
mobile performances, most notably his guided tours of guided tours, which have been
presented in festivals and programmes in Europe, the Far East, Australia and North
America.

History
Way-Losing is a Bill Aitchison Company
production that was first presented at
Still Walking Festival in Birmingham
2014 and has since been given in
different forms in Beijing, London,
Cologne, Brussels, Xiamen and Santa
Cruz de Tenerife.
Booking
Way-Losing can be booked as either a
private or public tour and can be
combined with educational activities
such as photography and writing.

Contact
Bill Aitchison
info@billaitchison.co.uk

